
March 21, 2002 

Public Notice for Section 401 Water Quality Certification 

California Department of Transportation 
Van Duzen River Geotechnical Drilling Project 

Humboldt County 

On February 25, 2002, the Regional Water Board received an application from California 
Department of Transportation (Caltrans) requesting Federal Clean Water Act Section 401 
Water Quality Certification for the Van Duzen River Geotechnical Drilling Project.  The 
application covers disturbances to waters of the United States associated with 
geotechnical drilling. 

In anticipation of the southbound Van Duzen River Bridge replacement (HUM 101, Post 
Mile 56.7/57.2), Caltrans proposes to do geotechnical drilling at five locations.  One core 
sample will be taken at each abutment and one at each of the three footings.  The samples 
taken at Piers #2 and #3 may involve drilling into the wetted stream channel.  The drilling 
at Abutments #1 and #5 will be 50 meters or more away from the river.  The proposed 
drill hole for Pier #4 is located below the bridge deck and is accessed via a gravel access 
road within the state highway right-of-way, parallel and adjacent to the southbound 
bridge. The alignment of Drill Hole #4 is located due west of the existing bend/pier on 
the northbound structure and at an elevation about 25 feet higher than and about 50 
meters north of the river.  Drilling equipment for the 4 other locations will be staged on 
the bridge/roadway and holes will be drilled through the bridge deck/roadway. 

Equipment such as straw wattles, visqueen, straw, and adsorbent pads will be on-site to 
prevent or stop releases of drilling fluids.  Drilling fluids will be contained in tanks to 
minimize the potential for drilling fluid discharge into the river.  Equipment involved in 
the construction will not park on, disturb, or remove roadside vegetation. 

Caltrans is acting as the lead agency for this project.  They have issued a Categorical 
Exemption under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines. 

Work is scheduled to begin May 1, 2002 and end August 30, 2002. At this time, 
Regional Water Board staff is in the process of reviewing the proposed project for 
issuance of a 401 Water Quality Certification.  The Regional Water Board will consider 
all comments received within the 21-day comment period that begins on the date this 
notice is posted.  Comments on this project should be submitted to Kirsten James at 
jamek@rb1.swrcb.ca.gov, within 21 days of the posting of this notice. 
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